2003 BIGPUMPKINS.COM PUMPKIN CONTEST RULES

1. All contestants are required to grow an 840 Desrosiers (805 Pukos X Self).
A. The 840 Desrosiers was voted as the official contest seed by BigPumpkins.com members.

B. Only pumpkins (any color) grown from the 840 Desrosiers will be accepted into the contest.

C. The pumpkin must be harvested and weighed on or before November 1st 03’.

2.
The Entry Form must be completed and submitted on or before May 1st 2003.
A. The Entry Form is required to help organize the contest.

B.
A list of contestants and their information will be displayed for everyone to see.


3.
In Addition to bragging rights, contestants will be competing for very nice prizes!
A. There will be prizes for First, Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth and Seventh places.

B. Lists of the prizes are posted on the Contest home page.

C. To be eligible for prizes, all rules must be followed and only one prize will be awarded per family.

D. All prizes are from generous donations made be some of our fellow pumpkin growers.  We cannot be held liable for someone withdrawing their donation or a donation lost in the mail.  Period, we cannot guarantee the prize list to be 100% accurate but the majority of the donations are already in our possession.   

4. A grower wishing his pumpkin be considered for a prize must have his pumpkin weighed on a certified scale.

A. A picture of your pumpkin on the scale must be submitted.

B. If your weighing situation becomes questionable, you may be asked to provide contact information for a witness that was present during the weighing and the owner or operator of the certified scale. 


C. Because the first place prize will be very desirable, another pumpkin grower or Myself (Mike Frantz) chosen by Steve and I may be sent to verify the weight of a pumpkin in question or its physical condition.  Holes into the cavity and serious soft spots are NOT allowed.

5.
Posting updates in a grower diary is required at a minimum of every 3 weeks.

A. As I’m sure many of you can clearly see, there is an outstanding opportunity here to learn from this one of a kind contest and to collect and analyze some significant data that may help everyone advance to bigger weights with our pumpkins in the future.  Joe Ailts is going to be conducting this research and will make his findings available to everyone.  Lets help him and us by giving him our support by providing him with valuable information and posting throughout the season.

B. Your first post is required within three weeks from the date of germination.  It must contain the germination date(s) of your 840 seed(s) and any other pertinent info.  Your posts throughout the season must provide all pertinent information including but not limited to pollination dates, plant sizes, pruning style, number of fruit on plant, and the date and estimated weight of your pumpkins.

6.
These rules are merely a guideline and Steve and Mike will handle all questions, problems, and concerns.  


A.
We will do our best to be fare and logical in any decisions we face.


B.
If deemed necessary, we may consult other pumpkin growers to help us reach a decision.

C. This is the first annual Bigpumpkins.com pumpkin contest.  Because it is unprecedented, questions, concerns or an occasional problem that we were unable to prepare for may arise.  Please give us your support when we face such occurrences.   Please remember that this is all about fun!

Please refer back to this contest rules page for any changes or updates to the rules that may be made in the future.  I assume that only very minor changes may be made from this date (Feb 9th) forward and that after May 1st (entry form deadline) no further changes will be made.   For questions, comments or info on how to get an 840 seed, please contact Mike Frantz.  walcottpumpkin@aol.com
